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Holiday Party
Resident Assistants with the 

help of Assistant Director of Res-
idence Life, Matthew D’Oyly are 
in the midst of planning Holiday 
Parties for the TRIAD.

“Last year, we had three sepa-
rate parties in the three buildings. 
We are now exploring the idea 
of one large party or three small 
ones,” said Zac Brown, a former 
resident of the Triad and current 
RA in Engle, first floor.

Currently, the party planners 
are considering dates for the par-
ties the week before the holiday 
break, but controversy surrounds 
the party planners as the topic of 
finals is brought up. 

“Avoiding finals is top prority 
for our residents as well as our 
own schedules. We don’t want to 
stress about about our classes, but 
enjoy the party as a celebration. 
It’s just the best thing for all of us,” 
said Holly Bruner, Residence Hall 
Coordinator of the TRIAD. She has 
been a proponent of the students 
during the discussion thus far.

“Planning the best possible 
program for our students is the 
goal,” she says. Keep an eye out for 
dates and times in our next issue of 
Taking Up Residence!

Grillin and Chillin A Success

On Wednesday, November 28, 
Triad resdients gathered in Garst 
Hall’s tiny kitchen to enjoy hot 
tomato soup and grilled cheese 
sandwiches prepared by the Resi-
dent Assistants.

RAs Paul and Perry donned 
chef hats and seasonal aprons 
for their important role of grilled 
cheese-flippers and even attempted 
two-spatula flips at the request of 
some of the Scott Hall ladies.

Lloyd Box enjoyed the pro-

gram. He said, “It was really nice to 
get to see all of the Triad in Garst, 
especially when there was food 
involved. People stuck around to 
talk. It was great!” Lloyd is a Traid 
resident and lives in Garst Hall.

The turn out was exceptional 
for this program. Over 50 residents 
in total attended. Chef Paul and 
Chef Perry served over 75 sand-
wiches and bowls of soup to resi-
dents in attendance.

“This program was low-cost, 
but high in resident turn-out. This 
is what a successful program turn 
out looks like,” commented Brun-
er. For pictures of the event, check 
out the TRIAD group on Facebook 
by clicking HERE!

Residents enjoy bowls of to-
mato soup and grilled cheese 
sandwiches in Garst Hall to 
escape the chilly November 
weather.

Towers Hall is decorated for the Christmas Season with a wreath, and the dusting of  snow 
from snow last week adds a festive touch to the coming holiday season here at Otterbein.

http://www.facebook.com/%23%21/groups/373025842735238/
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Having your own living space, 
whether it’s with a roommate or 
friend, is both an exciting part of 
adulthood, but can also quickly 
become a problem. Here are some 
common dorm room decorating 
faux pas that you should avoid, 
wherever you live and whoever you 
live with. 

Don’t over-do. Two or more 
people in a smaller room all ready 
have a lot of stuff. Bringing in ways 
to organize all of that stuff like a 
bookshelf or cabinet may seem like 
a good idea at first, but the room 
can quickly become cluttered with 
too much furniture. Residence 
Halls are equipped with beds, 
dressers and desks for each student 
living in the room. That can total 
up to nine pieces of furniture for 
a triple! Stay away from too much 
bulky furniture and focus on mak-
ing your space more spacious.

Maximize the space you have. 
Make use of the space under beds, 
in closets, and behind the door. 
These hidden spaces can be great 
for storing out of season clothes, 
extra shoes, or sports equiptment 
that would normally clutter the 
open space of your room.Totes and 
other storage devices can be help-
ful but make sure they are out of 
sight as much as possible.

Keep an eye on the colors. As 
you live with a roommate, you may 

have different ideas for the room. 
If the time for compromise on the 
colors of your room has passed, try 
and collaborate on a color pallate 
that is complementary to both of 
your tastes. Bright yellow on one 
side of the room and neon orange 
may suit both your personalities, 
but would not be pleasing to the 
eye. Try subtle or pastel tones of 
yellow and orange instead.

Keep it clean. A dirty room is 
not a pleasant environment for 
you or your guests. Keeping up 
with laundry, vacuuming and the 
occasional dusting can help with 
seasonal allergies and the overall 
appearance of your room. Don’t 
have a vacuum? You can check out 
one from the RA Office from 9pm-

12am any night of the week! While 
you may only deep-clean your 
room once in a while, streighten-
ing your items up after use can 
help keep the clutter down to a 
minimum. Clean as you go.

Add finishing touches. A rug or 
decorative curtains can also bright-
en up your room and make it seem 
larger. The also give you creative 
liscense to add lamps, posters and 
other personalized memorabilia. 
Pictures of friends from home and 
family are a great way to make the 
space yours and add some creative 
flair to your room.

Don’t go overboard. As with 
any color, style or decoration, 
everything in moderation and if in 
doubt as a friend or don’t do it!

Decking Out 
Dorm Decor

Is your room cluttered like this desk? Check out the tips below for some decorative insight.

Student Spotlight: Amanda S. Fultz, Scott 117
Meet Amanda! She is a soph 

 omore biology major from  
 Ada, Ohio

• Favorite Ice Cream Flavor:  
 Peach Sorbet or Chocolate  
 Chunk

• Siblings: One older sister

• Dream Job: Pediatric Oncolo- 
 gist at St. Jude’s Hospital

• Starbuck’s Drink of Choice:     
 Mocha Latte 

• Music Taste: A little bit Coun-  
 try, a little bit Rock n’ Roll

 
• Hobbies: Watching movies,     

 baking and scrapbooking
   
• Why Otterbein? I enjoy in-   

 tegrative studies. I want to  
 learn  about everything!
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Hello everyone! This is an 
exciting time of year for everyone 
here at Otterbein Univeristy. This 
month, I would like to give you 
an update on some of the holiday 
traditions that are afforded to you 
this season. I encourage all of  you 
to participate in these great events.

To kick off the season, the 
annual tree lighting cermony will 
take place at the end of this month 
on November 30th. I know this is 
a Fridy night, but the cermony is 
something you don’t want to miss. 
Caroling, a message by President 
Krendl, and the tree itself are fun 
traditions.

Following the tree lighting is 
Bon Appetit’s holiday dinner. The 
chefs at Bon Appetit have been do-
ing thier best to create a fabulous 
meal for all of us to enjoy together. 
It still requires a swipe, but feel 
free to bring your friends and fam-
ily up to the Cardinal’s Nest as this 
is an event for the entire commu-
nity of Westerville and Otterbein 
combined. It’s sure to be delicious!

Lastly, the residence halls are 
buzzing with excitement for the 
holiday parties. While the details 
are still being finalized, if you have 
any requests or ideas, let your RA 
know ASAP and get in on the event 
planning fun! Have a safe and 
Happy Holidays TRAID!

Matthew’s Corner

Matthew D’Oyly, Assistant Direcctor of  
Residence Life for the TRIAD, DeVore Hall 
and Mayne Hall

Photo by Otterbein University

With football season at a close, 
many residents of the TRIAD will 
be spending less time on the field. 
The TRIAD is home to nearly thirty 
members of the Otterbein Cardi-
nals 2012 team. These guys are 
both relieved and sad to see the 
season end.

“I really enjoyed getting to 
know the guys,” said Vic Scarapelli, 
a mid-fielder for the Cards and res-
ident of Garst, “But I’m also look-
ing forward to spending time with 
my friends that aren’t on the team. 
And of course, studying some too.”

Not all the players are excited 
about the downtime. Kicker Nick 
Ganus plans to spend the off-sea-
son preparing for next year.

“I just want to try to be the 

best player I can be while we aren’t 
officially practicing or training. 
You can always do something to 
improve,” said Ganus.

Coach Dalp, head coach for the 
Cards encourages a mix of training 
and rest for his team during the 
winter months.

“These guys have worked hard 
for five months. It’s time to rest up 
for a while, but not wait to get back 
into it. A lighter load is the best 
option. Instead of everyday weights 
and practicies, try an every other 
day routine,” Dalp commented.

Either way, plan on seeing 
some of the team at the gym this 
winter, but don’t be surprised to 
see them hanging in their rooms 
playing video games either.

Rooting for the Residents

Officer David Shore, of Otter-
bein Police went with the staff to 
meet some of the residents.

“I don’t like candy much, but 
I love cinnamon. I eat probably 
two bags a week. It drives my wife 
crazy,” Shore said.

“I love visiting with the stu-
dents. This is a personal connetion 
we as officers enjoy. The RAs do 
too,” he said. For more information 
on the officers of Otterbein Police 
or fire safety information, visit 
their website by clicking HERE!

Informational programs may 
not be a favorite for residents to 
attend, but the TRIAD staff scores 
with a program that combines 
safety knowledge and a resident 
favorite...candy!

Resident Assistants travelled 
door to door passing out Hot 
Tamale and Fireball candies to res-
idents along with information on 
fire safety in the residence halls.

“It’s not really an interactive 
program...unless you count the 
eating of the candy,” said Perry 
Reynolds, an RA on the program 
who passed out candy last week.

RAs say the idea was a group 
effort with the original idea of go-
ing door to door, a tradition in the 
TRIAD.

“It’s one of those unique things 
about the TRIAD,” said Reynolds, 
“We have to meet the residents 
where they are because the build-
ings are so spread out and don’t 
have a central lounge. We make 
it work, though.” The staff gave 
out nearly four dozen Fireballs 
and emptied several boxes of Hot 
Tamales to eager residents.

Programs Practicing Policy

http://www.otterbein.edu/public/CampusLife/HealthAndSafety/Police.aspx
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Guest Writer: Paul Dahman

Hey everyone, I’m really ex-
cited to be featured this month! I 
am super-involved on campus and 
would like to take this opportunity 
to encourage you to apply to be an 
Orientation Leader!

Last spring, I was really ner-
vous about applying for such an 
important job on campus. I mean, 
OLs are the people first year 
students see first as they come to 
Otterbein! I was hired, and I am 

so glad I broke out of my comfort 
zone and tried something new. It 
was a great decision.

I love meeting new people 
and sharing my love of Otterbein. 
Do you? Then applying to be an 
OL should be on your to-do list. I 
would love to share my experience 
and answer any questions you 
have. Stop by when I’m on duty on 
Tuesdays or visit me in Garst 225 if 
you would like more information!

Roommate Rules: The Stress of Finals Week

Rachel Major and Victoria Nobile are happy roommates, even while studying for finals week.

As finals week approaches, the 
stress of upcoming tests and loom-
ing project due dates can make 
even the happiest of roommates 
stir crazy. Sophomores Rachel Ma-
jor and Victoria Nobile were best 
friends, except when it came time 
to prepare for finals.

“We weren’t in the same class-
es, but had similar schedules,” 
Nobile said, “All semster, things 
had gone great. I didn’t realize 
the stress that finals would come 
with.”

Major and Nobile quickly be-
came frustrated with one another.

“Rachel likes to study with 
music playing and write her essays 
in the evening. I got up early and 
required silence. It was bound to 
end up in a disaster,” said Nobile.

Luckily for the girls, their 
RA quickly got word of building 
frustrations and helped the girls 
compromise.

“I asked Vickie to wear head-

phones and Rachel to type in the 
lounge or computer lab,” said Hol-
ly Bruner, RHC of the TRIAD who 
diffused the situation.

“It worked great,” agreed both 
Major and Nobile as they recalled 
last year’s almost meltdown.

“This happens a lot,” says 

Bruner, “People are concerned 
with their grades and forget about 
their friendship.”

Bruner encourages anyone who 
is struggling with their roommate 
to seek out advice from an RA who 
can provide insight and may be 
able to help before it’s too late.

To Whom It May Concern
123 ABC Street

Anywhere, USA 12345

Place
Postage

Here

Return Address
456 DEF Street
Somewhere, USA 67890

If you would like to include information in next month’s newsletter, contact Katie McClain.

mailto:kathryn.mcclain%40otterbein.edu?subject=Taking%20Up%20Residence%20Newsletter
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